
Page 1 

Sustainability Compatibility Assessment – Etruria Valley Enterprise Area 

Sustainability Compatibility Assessment - Etruria 
Valley Enterprise Area Supplementary Planning 
Document 

 
 

Contents 
 
1.0 Introduction 
2.0 Background 
3.0 Methodology 
4.0 The Sustainability Appraisal 
5.0 Conclusion 
6.0 Revised Etruria Valley Enterprise Area Objectives 
7.0 Next Steps 
8.0 Contacts 
 
 
 

1.0 Introduction 
 

1.1 This report details the findings of an initial Sustainability Appraisal on the 
compatibility between the Core Spatial Strategy’s Sustainability Objectives and 
the draft objectives of the Etruria Valley Enterprise Area Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD).   

 
1.2 A summary of the findings is also contained within the Etruria Valley Enterprise 

Area Draft Supplementary Planning Document.  The SPD, SPD Matters and 
Supporting Documentation, including this Sustainability Compatibility 
Assessment, will be the subject of public consultation between 20th August and 
17th September 2012.   Copies of the documentation can be viewed on the 
Council’s website at www.stoke.gov.uk/ldf. 

 
1.3 The purpose of the Sustainability Appraisal process is to appraise the social, 

environmental and economic effects of a plan or project. This approach will 
ensure that decisions are made that contribute to achieving sustainable 
development. A Sustainability Appraisal involves taking a long-term view of the 
possible impacts of policies upon the social, economic and environmental 
sustainability of the wider area.  It also provides a framework for ensuring that 
policies reflect global, national, regional and local sustainability objectives. 

 
1.4 The requirements for undertaking a Sustainability Appraisal are set out in 

section 39(2) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended 
in 2008) which is in conformity with the requirements outlined in the European 
Union ‘Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’. 

 
1.5 The use of a sustainability appraisal at the outset of a project can help to flag 

up any areas of possible conflict between draft objectives and those of the 
Local Development Framework and to ensure any issues are addressed 
appropriately as the project develops.  This does not negate the need for a full 
Sustainability Appraisal or Environmental Impact Assessment, which should be 
carried out at the preferred options / detailed development stage.  
 
 

http://www.stoke.gov.uk/ldf
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1.6 This report includes the following sections:- 
 

Background – provides an explanation of the purpose, scope, key outputs and 
process of the Etruria Valley Enterprise Area SPD. 
 

 Methodology – provides details of the methodology used in this appraisal. 
 

Sustainability Appraisal – the appraisal of the objectives of the Etruria Valley 
Enterprise Area SPD with those of the adopted Core Spatial Strategy 

 
Revised Objectives – assessment the appraisal’s conclusions and 
incorporation of revisions to the objectives in light of the findings 
 
Next Steps – guidance on the following steps required. 
 

 
 

2.0 Background 
 
2.1 The purpose behind the preparation of a Supplementary Planning Document 

for Etruria Valley is to set out a clear planning strategy and agreed 
development principles for the site. This has the aim of shaping and guiding a 
high quality, sustainable redevelopment of the area to create job opportunities, 
housing and open space. 

 
2.2 The draft SPD is being prepared by Stoke-on-Trent City Council and will form 

part of the council’s Local Development Framework (LDF).  The plan will 
provide guidance on the delivery of, and to supplement, adopted planning 
policy contained with the Newcastle-under-Lyme and Stoke on Trent Core 
Spatial Strategy.   Adopted policies of particular relevance are set out within the 
draft Supplementary Planning Document and include Policy ASP2 - Stoke-on-
Trent Inner Urban Core Area Spatial Policy which refers to the Etruria Valley 
site as strategic priority in helping to deliver the overall vision. 

 
2.3 The SPD also draws from a wide variety of supporting evidence such as the 

Sustainable Community Strategy and City Council’s Mandate for Change.  The 
Mandate for Change promotes the identification of ways of helping to bring 
forward key strategic sites including finding ways of ensuring planning acts 
proactively to bring brownfield land back into beneficial use. 

 
2.4 It is not a formal requirement for Supplementary Planning Documents to require 

Sustainability Appraisal (SA) however, given the Etruria Valley Enterprise Area 
SPD is a document which aims to implement policies in the Core Spatial 
Strategy, and aims to directly facilitate development; it is considered 
appropriate for an initial assessment as part of the project to be carried out. 

 
2.5 An initial compatibility assessment between the objectives of the Core Spatial 

Strategy and the objectives of the Etruria Valley project can help inform the 
direction of development principles in order to ensure compatibility. 
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2.6 Initial Draft Etruria Valley Enterprise Area objectives: 
 

Objective I. – Accelerated Development Zone – to develop an Accelerated 
Development Zone Strategy centered on creating Etruria Valley as a priority 
site for employment opportunities and investment.  This will be set out in a 
Development Plan which will provide certainty and investor confidence in the 
Local Planning Authorities development aspirations. 
 
Objective II. – New North Staffordshire Business – to facilitate new business 
creation, job creation and to focus on supporting manufacturing industries and 
their supply chain. To facilitate inward investment to North Staffordshire both 
from large scale business occupiers and smaller scale business start-up. 
 
Objective III. – Green Technology – to promote the opportunity for 
businesses to locate to the Etruria Valley which support sustainable energy 
creation and green technologies and to promote the use of on-site climate 
change mitigation measures 
 
Objective IV. – New Highway Access – to prioritize the required Etruria Valley 
access roads as a key infrastructure project, this will improve accessibility to 
the site and facilitate the release of a large scale employment site 
 
Objective V. – Sustainable transport modes – to integrate different modes of 
travel within the transport proposals for Etruria Valley thereby increasing the 
opportunities for securing improvements to public transport provision and the 
promotion/integration of walking and cycling networks.  
 
Objective VI. – Built Environment – to protect and enhance the industrial 
heritage of surrounding areas through the appropriate treatment of building 
 
Objective VII. – Natural Environment – to protect and improve watercourses 
within and adjacent to the site and to create and incorporate naturalized 
greenspace corridors and reed beds within the development strategy in order to 
enhance and supplement the surrounding greenspace network. 
 
Objective VIII. – Longevity – to secure comprehensive redevelopment 
development of the site in order to maximise sustainable development and to 
integrate ‘self-sufficiency’ mechanisms within a long-term management and 
delivery plan. 

 
 

3.0 Methodology 
 
3.1 Plans naturally evolve between consultation periods. This is in part due to 

changing legislation, developments in best practice and as a result of 
representations received from stakeholders. To ensure that the principles of 
sustainability are embedded within the plan making process it is important that 
some form of appraisal is undertaken at every stage and that it is an ‘iterative’ 
process (i.e. repeating a process with the aim of approaching a desired result). 

 
3.2 At this initial stage a sustainability appraisal has been undertaken which, at a 

high level, looks of the compatibility between the adopted Core Spatial Strategy 
objectives and the scope, purpose and draft objectives of the Etruria Valley 
Enterprise Area.  
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3.3 This appraisal used the following sustainability objectives from the Newcastle- 

under-Lyme and Stoke-on-Trent Core Spatial Strategy Sustainability 
Appraisal:- 

 
 
SUSTAINABILITY OBJECTIVES (SO) 
 

1. To help to meet the housing needs of the whole community 

2. To increase life expectancy and improve the health of the population overall 

3. To provide the best possible environment to encourage and increase 
economic enterprise and employment 

4. To enable access to the widest range possible of shopping and commercial 
services for the resident population 

5. To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of the city, town and district 
centres within the conurbation and village centres in the rural area 

6. To provide a more equitable society where the provision of the widest 
possible range of community, cultural, educational, health, recreational and 
leisure facilities are available to all sectors of the population with particular 
emphasis on deprived neighbourhoods 

7. Reduce crime and the fear of crime 

8. To reduce the need to travel while increasing accessibility for all 

9. To encourage the use of public transport, cycling and walking 

10. To increase the use of renewable energy and energy efficiency in existing 
and new development and redevelopment 

11. To improve air quality, creating cleaner and healthier air 

12. Retain and enhance the species and habitats targeted for improvement in the 
Staffordshire Biodiversity Action Plan 

13. Ensure that there is no loss in the extent and quality of SBIs, LNRs and RIGs 

14. Increase the amount of accessible natural green space 

15. Reduce the amount of land SSSIs classified in an ‘unfavourable’ condition 

16. To reduce contamination, regenerate degraded environments, maintain soil 
resources, air quality and minimise development on greenfield sites 

17. To reduce the amount of development within the floodplain and promote the 
use of sustainable drainage systems 

18. To increase the efficient use of water resources 

19. To improve water quality and meet the requirements of the Water Framework 
Directive 

20. To help to maintain distinctiveness and foster interest in and concern for the 
heritage of the area 

21. To help to provide a safe, efficient highway network and improve the viability 
of public transport 
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3.4 The following assessment framework has been used: 
 
  

 

positive compatibility 

 
 
possible conflict 
 

 
 
neutral 
 

 

unknown 

 
 
3.5 The compatibility assessment was carried out once desk top opportunities and 

constraints on site had been established and once initial draft development 
objectives were drawn up. 

 
 

4.0  The Sustainability Appraisal 
 
4.1 This initial Sustainability Appraisal is based on an assessment of the 

compatibility of the Sustainability Objectives (paragraph 3.3) against the draft 
objectives of the Etruria Valley Enterprise Area (paragraph 2.6).  

 
4.2 Objectives Compatibility 
 The table on the next page identifies the compatibility between the two set of 

objectives: 
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Etruria Valley 
Development Plan 

Objectives  

Core Spatial Strategy Sustainability Objectives  

 1 2 3  4  5   6 7  8  9  10 11 12 13 14  15  16 17 18  19  20  21 

I.                       

II.                      

III.                       

IV.                      

V.                       

VI.                      

VII.                       

VIII.                       

 
 

Key:             positive compatibility                possible conflict                  neutral                   unknown 
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5.0 Conclusion 
 
5.1 The compatibility assessment, as detailed above, demonstrates that the draft 

objectives scored well in term of: 
 

 Economy - As expected the appraisal scored well in terms of providing the 
best possible environment to encourage and increase economic enterprise 
and employment. 

 Reducing the Need to Travel  - The appraisal scored well when the objectives 
were compared against the Core Spatial Strategies objectives to reduce the 
need to travel and encouraging the use of public transport, cycling and 
walking.  This is primarily achieved through the sites location, ability to 
integrated different modes of travel and for the development of a large-scale 
employment site. 

 Publically Accessible Green Space – The assessment scored well in terms of 
the potential to open up the site for public access and incorporate a 
greenspace network. 

 Regeneration – The appraisal identified positive compatibility between the 
plans objectives and the Core Strategies objective to regenerate degraded 
environments and minimise development on greenfield sites. 

 Improving Water Quality – As the Fowlea Brook runs through the site but has 
been constrained by past development, the plan has the potential to 
significantly improve the water quality of the Fowlea Brook which will also 
help downstream development sites. 

 
 
5.2 The compatibility assessment demonstrates that areas of possible conflict 

requiring mitigation are: 
 

 Housing – The original objectives did not include the potential for housing 
provision as maximizing employment land was considered the first priority; 
however this presented a potential conflict with the objectives of the Core 
Strategy if it is not identified as potential long-term land use on this site but 
potential for mitigation through the detailed plan.  

 Protection of Centres - Possible conflict between facilitating new business 
creation in this out of centre location and the protection and enhancement of 
the vitality and viability of the city, town and district centres within the 
conurbation.  This can be mitigated against in terms of land use policies and 
scale of development. 

 Fear of Crime – Unknown at this stage but policies need to identify how this 
could be achieved in terms of local community safety measures. 

 Design of Development  / Heritage – Not fully known at this stage but 
potential conflict between large-scale development / the use of renewable 
energy and protection of nearby industrial heritage.  This could be overcome 
through detailed design policies and it was recognized that one of the 
objectives was to ensure compatibility. 

 Air Quality - To improve air quality, creating cleaner and healthier air against 
the requirement for new road accesses. 

 Biodiversity – Mitigation measures are required as set out in the Phase 1 
Ecology survey to retain and enhance the species and habitats targeted for 
improvement in the Staffordshire Biodiversity Action Plan.  This needs to be 
incorporated into detailed policies for the site both for the development itself 
and road infrastructure 

 Flooding – Part of the site is within the Flood Zone 
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6.0 Revised Etruria Valley Enterprise Area Objectives 
 

Objective I – Enterprise Area – to develop an Enterprise Area Strategy 
centered on creating Etruria Valley as a priority site for employment 
opportunities and investment but allowing flexibility in terms of the long term 
development opportunities for the site including the potential provision for 
housing/community uses in the north.  This will be set out in a Concept Plan 
which will provide certainty and investor confidence in the Local Planning 
Authorities development aspirations and bring a vacant site back into 
beneficial use. 
 
Objective II – New North Staffordshire Business – to facilitate new 
business, job creation and to focus on supporting manufacturing industries 
and their supply chain. To facilitate inward investment to North Staffordshire 
both from large scale business occupiers and smaller scale business start-up. 
 
Objective III – Green Technology – to promote the opportunity for 
businesses to locate to the Etruria Valley which support sustainable energy 
creation and green technologies and to promote the use of on-site climate 
change mitigation and adaptation measures.  Development should also 
mitigate against the risk of flooding by incorporating the use of sustainable 
urban drainage systems. 
 
Objective IV – New Highway Access – to prioritise the required Etruria 
Valley access roads as a key infrastructure project, this will improve 
accessibility to the site and facilitate the release of a large scale brownfield 
employment site 
 
Objective V – Sustainable transport modes – to integrate different modes 
of travel within the transport proposals for Etruria Valley thereby increasing 
the opportunities for securing improvements to public transport provision and 
the promotion/integration of walking and cycling networks.  Thereby resulting 
in less car use. 
 
Objective VI – Built Environment – to protect and enhance the industrial 
heritage of surrounding areas through the appropriate treatment of building 
type, location, design, scale, height and massing of development within the 
Etruria Valley site particularly where development is located within sensitive 
site areas. 
 
Objective VII – Natural Environment – to protect and improve watercourses 
within and adjacent to the site and to create and incorporate naturalized 
greenspace corridors and reed beds within the development strategy in order 
to enhance and supplement the surrounding greenspace network, including 
incorporation of public footpath and cycle routes. 
 
Objective VIII – Longevity – to develop a long term strategy for 
comprehensive redevelopment of the site and to identify the positive influence 
redevelopment will have on surrounding sites 
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7.0 Next Steps 
 
7.1 The draft development objectives have been amended as a result of the initial 

compatibility assessment and are set out in the Draft Etruria Valley Enterprise 
Area SPD.  These objectives were used to develop the development 
principles.  The wording and emphasis of the objectives reflect the findings of 
the initial assessment. 

 
7.2 The Etruria Valley Enterprise Area SPD and supporting documentation 

including this Sustainability Compatibility Assessment will be the subject of 
Public Consultation between 20th August and 17th September 2012.  
Following consultation, comments received will be considered by the city 
council and amendments to the SPD will be made. 

 
7.3 A full Sustainability Appraisal and/or Environmental Impact Assessment will 

be required at the detailed development stage to be drawn up by the sites 
developers.  The city council will require an Environmental Impact 
Assessment scoping exercise prior to planning application submission which 
will ascertain what further issues need to be considered and should take into 
account the findings of this compatibility assessment.   

 
7.4 The city council will encourage detailed proposals to be the subject of public 

consultation prior to the submission of a planning application.  Planning 
applications should demonstrate compliance with the principles set out within 
the SPD once adopted. 

 
 

8.0 Contacts 
 

Further information can be obtained from the following contacts: 
 

Planning and Transportation Policy 
Joanne Mayne 
01782 236996 
Joanne.mayne@stoke.gov.uk 
 
City Regeneration – Mark Collins 
01782 234987 
Mark.collins@stoke.gov.uk 
 
 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council 
City Renewal Directorate 
Civic Centre 
Glebe Street 
Stoke-on-Trent 
ST4 1HH 
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